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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, , the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
12/26/06 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-30 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
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the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 16-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Chaskar et al . (2004/0196808) in view of 

Kuehnel et al . (5,907,542). 

Chaskar et al . disclose a wireless terminal for use in a 
wireless network, able to handover a communication from a first 
access point (AP) associated with a first access router (AR) in 
a first extended service set (ESS) to a second AP associated 
with a second AR in a second ESS (In Fig. 2, see the wireless 
terminal MT, the access points BS1, BS2; the associated access 
routers AR1 , AR2 , and the first and second service area SA1, SA2 
connected to ISP1 and ISP2 which correspond to the first and 
second ESS, respectively) the wireless terminal comprising: 

in response to losing a connection with the first AP, a 
device for forming a re-association message which includes an 
identity of the first AP and the first ESS; and a transmitter 
for sending the re-association message to the second AP (see the 
abstract and paragraph 0033 which recite that when the mobile 
terminal moves from the first service area to the second service 
area, the mobile terminal transmits to the second access router 
the address of the previous access router) 
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the second AR, responsive to receiving the information 
regarding the first AR from the second AP, contacting the first 
AR; the first AR, responsive to being contacted by the second 
AR, rerouting traffic for the terminal to the second AR; and the 
second AR reestablishing a session between the terminal and the 
second AP (see Fig. 3 and paragraphs 0025-0026, the exchange 
functions 303 and 3 05 of AR1 and AR2 being connected to exchange 
information between the routers for the purpose of handover) as 
in claims 16, 20, 24, 28-30. 

Chaskar et al . disclose all the subject matter of the 
claimed invention with the exception of the second AP sending to 
the terminal a re-association success message as in claims 16, 
20, 24, and 30; the re-association message further includes an 
identity of the second AP as in claims 17, 21, 25, 28; the first 
AR releasing resources in the first ESS that had been used by 
the terminal and/or reserved for the use of the terminal as in 
claims 19, 23, and 27; and a distribution system in the second 
ESS failing to recognize the first AP; the re-association 
success message indicating to the terminal that the first AP was 
not recognized; and the terminal initiating the handoff 
procedure in response to receiving the re-association success 
message as in claims 18, 22, 26. 
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Kuehnel et al . from the same or similar fields of endeavor 
teach that it is known to provide the second AP sending to the 
terminal a re-association success message (see col. 5 lines 13 
to col. 6 line 18 which describes the registration processing 
for associating the terminal to the access point including the 
transmission of a confirmation message whereby registration may- 
be combined with authentication and accounting clearly reads on 
the reassociation success message as in claims 16, 20, 24, and 
30); 

the re-association message further includes an identity of 
the second AP (see col. 7 lines 27-35 which recite that it is 
know to provide the identity of the second AP in re-association 
message as in claims 17, 21, 25, 28) ; 

a distribution system in the second ESS failing to 
recognize the first AP; the re-association success message 
indicating to the terminal that the first AP was not recognized; 
and the terminal initiating the handoff procedure in response to 
receiving the re-association success message; and the first AR 
releasing resources in the first ESS that had been used by the 
terminal and/or reserved for the use of the terminal (see col. 6 
lines 57 to col. 7 line 26 recites re-issuing another handover 
request if the request has failed and sending a message to 
determine which AP the terminal is attached to and the step of 
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freeing pending connections as in claims 18-19, 22-23, and 26- 
27. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to the person having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
provide the second AP sending to the terminal a re-association 
success message; the re-association meissage further includes an 
identity of the second AP; the first AR releasing resources in 
the first ESS that had been used by the terminal and/or reserved 
for the use of the terminal; and a distribution system in the 
second ESS failing to recognize the first AP; the re-association 
success message indicating to the terminal that the first AP was 
not recognized; and the terminal initiating the handoff 
procedure in response to receiving the re-association success 
message as taught by Kuehnel et al . to the communications 
method and terminal of Chaskar et al . 

The second AP sending to the terminal a re-association 
success message; the re -association message further includes an 
identity of the second AP; the first AR releasing resources in 
the first ESS that had been used by the terminal and/or reserved 
for the use • of the terminal; and a distribution system in the 
second ESS failing ^to recognize the first AP; the re-association 
success message indicating to the terminal that the first AP was 
not recognized; and the terminal initiating the handoff 
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procedure in response to receiving the re-association success 
message can be implemented by providing the second AP for 
sending to the terminal a re-association success message; the 
re-association message including an identity of the second AP; 
the first AR releasing resources in the first ESS that had been 
used by the terminal and/or reserved for the use of the 
terminal; and a distribution system in the second ESS failing to 
recognize the first AP; the re-association success message 
indicating to the terminal that the first AP was not recognized; 
and the terminal initiating the handoff procedure in response to 
receiving the re-association success message of Kuehnel et al . 
in the method for handover of Chaskar et al. 

The motivation for providing the second AP sending to the 
terminal a re-association success message; the re-association 
message further includes an identity of the second AP; the first 
AR releasing resources in the first ESS that had been used by 
the terminal and/or reserved for the use of the terminal; and a 
distribution system in the second ESS failing to recognize the 
first AP; the re-association success message indicating to the 
terminal that the first AP was not recognized; and the terminal 
initiating the handoff procedure in response to receiving the 
re-association success message as taught by Kuehnel et al . in 
the communication method of Chaskar et al . being that it 
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provides more reliability for the system since the terminal 
receives a re-association success or a not recognized messages 
and it provides more efficiency for the system since the 
identity of the second AP is provided and the first AR releasing 
resources no longer needed in the system. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant ' s disclosure. 

Lee et al . disclose a method for performing handoff in wireless 
network priority. 

Brennan et al . disclose forced beam switching in wireless 
communication systems having smart antennas. 

Terry discloses a system and method for integrating WLAN and 3G. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Shick C. 
Horn whose telephone number is 571-272-3173. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Seema Rao can be 
reached on 571-272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 



Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPT0 Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



571-273-8300. 
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